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German public administration sets 2027 target for

iK\Z F‘Eﬁ E@?fﬁ%%)?j%ﬁﬁ ODF nationwide ODF standardisation
/%’,;L Bﬂﬁ&ﬁﬁ‘_é}*%ﬁ o ‘ Matilde Serrau ~ Published on: 20/01/2026  News

In 2025, the German federal government committed to adopting the Open Document Format (ODF) as a national
standard, driven by ambitions that go beyond mere technical interoperability. Back in March 2025, during its 46th
Meeting, the IT Planning Council (IT Planungsrat), the central political body that guides the digitisation of public
administration in Germany, noted that “open exchange formats are necessary for cooperation at national level”,
welcoming the resolution of the 2nd Conference of Digital Ministers (DMK), which took place on 18 October 2024 in
Berlin. On that occasion, the DMK recognised open formats as a key element in strengthening the digital sovereignty of
the German public administration and called on the IT Planning Council to promote the adoption of an open exchange
format, such as ODF, in procedures between the Federal level and the States by 2027, in line with the implementation and
migration capabilities of existing systems. The DMK was established in April 2024 as a permanent conference of the
State's digital ministers and as a continuation of the “D16" meetings held since 2019, promoting exchange with the
federal government and the IT planning council.

This transition to open formats is important because the exchange of documents at the national level is still mainly
restricted to formats imposed by proprietary applications, resulting in a se-called “guasi-standard” that can hinder the
digital transformation of public administrations.
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