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29 Apr 2025

Germany committing to ODF and open document
standards
The IT Planning Council is committed to
ensuring that open formats such as the Open
Document Format (ODF) are increasingly used
In public administration and become the

standard for document exchange by 2027. '

PEE 1T B2 B & BORERBHBOLFR 0 D F
( ODF ) FBlisths e 2 AT BRI 15 21

standard formats, they limit the tools that citizens can use to access data

TR VS, ’ ]f:‘ »Z 2 O 2 7 A > > Ty
E{Z ® 1 AN ] | /4 a} :I: Hu D, I )L So we're happy to see that the IT Planning Council in Germany is committing to move to the Cpen Document Format —a

fully standardised format (and the default used in LibreOffice). The German IT Planning Council is a 17-member committee

*ﬁ m*ﬁ@ o consisting of representatives of Germany’s federal government and the state governments. They say:
'~ VN

Open formats and open interfaces are an important building block for the necessary transformation process
of public administration in Germany on the path to greater digital sovereignty and innovation.

The IT Planning Council is committed to ensuring that open formats such as the Open Document Format
(ODF) are increasingly used in public administration and become the standard for document exchange by
2027. It is commissioning the Standardization Board to implement this.

2R IE : LiberOffice 44

More information (in German) on this page. Also see the updates from Schleswig-Holstein moving to LibreOffice


https://blog.documentfoundation.org/blog/2025/04/29/germany-committing-to-odf-and-open-document-standards/
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Updates on Schleswig-Holstein moving to LibreOffice

Posted in LibreOffice, Marketing By Mike Saunders On March 13, 2025

4 German state moving
" The necessary conclusion can only X 30,000 PCs to LibreOffice
be: Open Source software must become
the Standard in Our digitalized Nearly a year ago, we posted about the German state of Schleswig-Holstein's plan to move 30,000 PCs from Microsoft

Office/365 to LibreOffice

L] L] L]
admlnl Stratlon ° Iil MNow, Stephane Fermigier from EuroStack — which promotes European technological sovereignty and open source — has

posted an update, citing an article in the German ¢t Magazin. It discusses various reasons for the migration to LibreOffice
and Linux, including:

Fﬁ :,? $k EE /] Y, \jalﬁ% ﬁ1Fﬁ ﬁ1ﬁ1 t,’fi—ﬂ’%’:fg E/\J *@ 5& o ° Digit_al Sovereignty_— Schleswig-Holstein is actively reducing its dependence ona single___ {'lon-European tech giant
’:F /A5 =2 /= 7Y N1 = Public Money, Public Code — Improvements made to open source software, like accessibility enhancements to
LibreOffice, are available to the public

o Public Procurement as a Lever — Schleswig-Holstein is not only improving its own IT infrastructure but also sending a
strong signal to the market, potentially encouraging other public administrations to follow suit

In Fermigier's post he also points to a recent talk from the LibreQffice Conference 2024 in Luxembourg (see below — video
also available on PeerTube). Meanwhile, Dirk Schrddter, Head of the State Chancellery of Schleswig-Holstein, posted some
thoughts on Linkedin, including:

This is not just about technological independence but also about economic aspects. At present, our
administrations and businesses are trapped in a system characterized by monopolistic structures and high
licensing fees. [...] It is a core responsibility of our state to be able to influence the operational processes of its

ﬁ*‘iﬂém : LiberOfﬁCeﬁﬂﬁ IT systems at all times and to ensure the data security of its citizens and businesses. [...] The necessary

conclusion can only be: Open Source software must become the standard in our digitalized administration.


https://blog.documentfoundation.org/blog/2025/03/13/updates-on-schleswig-holstein-moving-to-libreoffice/

16 Jan 2025

. . . . localwriter: An optional LibreOffice Writer extension
Localwriter is a libreoffice writer :
for local generative Al

eXtenSion tO allOW for inline generative Posted in Development, Extensions, LibreOffice By Mike Saunders On January 16, 2025
editing with local inference.

It can be used with any language model
supported by Ollama or text-generation-
webui.

ZRkYE © LiberOffice’ 544
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