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Digital sovereignty for Europe conference

Published on 5 February 2022

SUMMARY _ The Building Europe’s Digital Sovereignty conference, taking place on 7 and

There is growing concern that the citizens, businesses and Member States of the European Union EU software companies push for digital sovereign .
(EV) are gradually losing control over their data, over their capacity for innovation, and over their P P 5 d ty 8 February 2022, looks to take stock of recent strides made on the
ability to shape and enforce legislation in the digital environment. Against this background, support i continent, s par k discussion and create momentum to continue build ing
has been growing for a new policy approach designed to enhance Europe's strategic autonomy in If Europe can band together to set up an independent global satellite positioning system, why can't it do the same for its E B .. .
9 b ; j ; , urope’s digital sovereignty.
the digital field. This would require the Union to update and adapt a number of its current legal, software industry? P g R gnty. . . X
regulatory and financial instruments, and to promote more actively European values and principles By Florin Zubascu The conference will showcase how the European Union is capable of taking
In areas suich a5 data protection; cybersecurity and ethically designed artificial intelligence (Al). This Europe's software industry is calling on EU governiments to spur innovation through public procurement rules, saying the EU charge of its own destiny in the digital age, so as to defend its values and

paper explains the context of the emerging quest for 'digital sovereignty', which the coronavirus
pandemic now seems to have accelerated, and provides an overview of the measures currently
being discussed and/or proposed to enhance European autonomy in the digital field.

should take bolder action to secure independence from providers in the US and Asia. econo mic inte rests, and secure itS autono my
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The price of freedom is high. It always has been. And it's a

price I'm willing to pay. And if I'm the only one, then so be it.
But I'm willing to bet I'm not.

-Steve Rogers
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